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Kabul

A powerful blast targeting
an armoured NATO convoy
in Kabul killed at least eight
people and wounded 28 on
Wednesday, including three
coalition members, officials
said in an attack claimed by
the Islamic State group.
The explosion,which came

during morning rush hour
on a busy road near the US
embassy and NATO head-
quarters, killed "mostly"
civilians, an interior min-
istry spokesman told AFP
without givingabreakdown.
NATO said three coalition

service members had re-
ceived "non-life threatening
wounds" in the attack.
"(They) are in stable condi-
tion, andare currently being
treated at coalition medical
facilities," a spokesman for
US Forces-Afghanistan said,
without confirming theirna-
tionalities.
IS claimed responsibility

for the blast via its Amaq
propaganda agency, saying
the eight dead were all
American soldiers. Themili-
tants are known to exagger-
ate their claims. The attack
comes three weeks after the

US dropped its largest non-
nuclear bombon the jihadist
group's hideous in eastern
Afghanistan.
NATO commander in

Afghanistan General John
Nicholson said the strike,
which triggered global
shockwaves, showed there
was "no space" for IS in the
war-torn country.
Monday's attack comes as

the US seeks to craft a new
strategy in Afghanistan and
NATO mulls boosting troop

levels as they face a "stale-
mate" against the resurgent
Taliban. The blast, which IS
said was a suicide car bomb
and NATO said was an im-
provised explosive device
(IED), damaged two of the
heavily armoured vehicles
in the convoyand left a small
crater in the road, witnesses
and an AFP photographer
said.
MRAP (Mine Resistant

AmbushProtected) vehicles,
which are designed to with-

stand large explosions, are
routinely used by interna-
tional forces moving around
Kabul. At least three civil-
ian cars were also damaged,
with one ablaze, while win-
dows were shattered up to
several hundred metres
away.Firefightersandambu-
lances rushed stunned sur-
vivors to hospital.
Nicholson has said the US

decision to drop the GBU-
43/B Massive Ordnance Air
Blast on IS hideouts in Nan-

garhar province last month
was a "very clear message"
to thegroup: "If theycome to
Afghanistan they will be de-
stroyed".
Some observers have con-

demned the move against a
militant group that is not
considered as big a threat to
Afghanistan as the Taliban.
Others suggested it would
boost the Taliban, who have
been in a turf war with IS in
Nangarhar.
The weapon, dubbed the

"Mother of All Bombs",
killed at least 95 jihadists, ac-
cording to the Afghan de-
fence ministry, but fighting
in the area has continued.
Last week, two US troops
were killed in an operation
against IS near where the
bombwas dropped. The Pen-
tagon has said it is investi-
gating if they were killed by
friendly fire.
Pentagon chief Jim Mattis

warned of "another tough
year" for both foreign troops
and local forces in
Afghanistanwhenhevisited
Kabul last month. He
would not be drawn on calls
byNicholson for a "few thou-
sand" more troops to break
the "stalemate" against the
Taliban insurgents.

But NATO chief Jens
Stoltenberg told a German
newspaper Sunday that the
28-nation alliance was con-
sidering boosting its troop
strengthoncemoregiven the
"challenging" security situa-
tion.
The US has around 8,400

troops in the country with
about another 5,000 from
NATOallies.Most are taking
part in NATO's train, assist
and advise mission, though
some are also carrying out
counter-terror missions tar-
geting IS and Al- Qaeda.
First emerging in 2015, ISIS-
K overran large parts of
Nangarhar and Kunar
provinces, near the Pakistan
border, but their part in the
Afghan conflict had been
largely overshadowed by the
operations against the Tal-
iban.
Captain Bill Salvin,

spokesman for US Forces-
Afghanistan, said the local
IS presence peaked at be-
tween 2,500 to 3,000 but that
defections and recent battle-
field losses had reduced
their number to a maximum
of 800. "We have a very good
chance of destroying them
in 2017," Salvin told AFP re-
cently. —AFP

IS-claimedblast targetsNATOconvoy inKabul

Security forces inspect the site of a suicide attack in Kabul, Afghanistan, on
Wednesday. Najib Danish, deputy spokesman for the Interior Ministry, said
Wednesday the target of bomber was a convoy of foreign forces
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London

The British Parliament's
House of Commonswas offi-
cially dissolved on Wednes-
daywithall business coming
to anendaheadof the June 8
snap general election an-
nounced by Prime Minister
Theresa May.
May is set to meet Queen

Elizabeth II at Buckingham
Palace to officially inform
her of the dissolution of the
650 -member House of Com-
mons or the lower house.
Her meeting with the 91-
year-old monarch later on
Wednesday marks the for-
mal start of campaigning for
the election even though all
political parties have al-
ready begun canvassing.
"The dissolution of Parlia-

ment took place on Wednes-
day 3 May 2017. All business
in the House of Commons
has come toanendand there
arenoMPs.Every seat in the
Commons is vacant until af-
ter the general election on 8
June 2017," the British Par-
liament said in a statement
on its website.
Under the British law, the

Parliament must be dis-

solved at least 25 working
days before a general elec-
tion.
However, the Parliament is

"prorogued" several days
ahead of being dissolved,
meaning all parliamentary
business stops but the Par-
liament still technically ex-
ists until dissolution. After
the dissolution, every seat in
the House of Commons be-
comes vacant and members
of parliament temporarily
lose all privileges associated
with their station.
But MPs with ministerial

positions continue with
their duties until the elec-

tions. May, who received
theParliament's backing last
month to hold snap polls, is
currently leading in most
opinion polls to win a major-
ity mandate for her Conser-
vative party which, she be-
lieves, needs to carry Brexit
negotiations forward.
Her decision to hold a snap

general election took every-
one by surprise, including
the queen – who will have to
"dress-down" for the new UK
Parliament opening next
month due to shortage of
time to rehearse for the
event.
The British monarch is re-

sponsible for the ceremonial
opening of Parliament busi-
ness every year, which in-
volves considerable pomp
and ceremony including be-
ing dressed up in flowing
robes.However, this time the
queen will wear a day dress
and hat for the ceremony
and not the imperial state
crown as she delivers the
queen's Speech outlining the
government's plans for the
year ahead on June 19.
The date also means that the
queen has had to cancel the
Order of the Garter ceremo-
ny when she hands over roy-
al medals at Windsor Castle,
for the first time in 30 years.
BuckinghamPalace said in

a statement that "to allow
her majesty to attend in sup-
port of the parliamentary
and constitutional process,
the queen's programme of
engagements has been re-
vised. "As a result, the annu-
al service for the Order of
the Garter, which had been
due to take place on 19th
June, has been cancelled.
Additionally, owing to the re-
vised calendar, the state
opening of the Parliament
will take place with reduced
ceremonial elements".—PTI

Britain’sHouseof Commonsdissolved for snappolls

Britain's Chancellor of the Exchequer Philip Hammond,
centre and David Davis, Secretary of State for Exiting
the European Union arrive at a Conservative party
general election campaign media event in London
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London

Prime Minister Theresa
May has warned the Euro-
pean Union that she will be
a "bloody difficult woman"
as Britain negotiates an
exit strategy from the ma-
jor economic bloc. May
made the comment on
Tuesday after day-long de-
bates over a reportedly "dis-
astrous" dinner meeting be-
tween her and European
Commission President
Jean-Claude Junker at
Downing Street last week.
"I think what we've seen

recently is that at times
these negotiations are go-
ing to be tough. During the
Conservative Party leader-
ship campaign, I was de-
scribed by one of my col-
leagues as a bloody difficult
woman. And I said at the
time the next person to find
that out will be Jean-Claude
Juncker," 60-year-old May
told the BBC.
The "bloody difficult"

quote is attributed to for-
mer Conservative MP and
Chancellor Ken Clarke,

who was recorded dis-
cussing May after a TV in-
terview last year. Her fierce
reaction was in reference to
a German newspaper,
'Frankurter Allgemeine',
report based on allegedly
leaked information that
May and Juncker had
clashed at Downing Street
over the British PM's desire
to make Brexit "a success"
and on whether the issue of
protecting the rights of ex-
pat British and EU nation-
als could be agreed as early
as June. —PTI

May promises to be a‘bloody
difficult woman’in Brexit talks

● AGENCIES

Washington

US President Donald
Trump and his Russian
counterpart Vladimir
Putin had a "very good" talk
about ending Syria war and
best ways to resolve the
dangerous situation in
North Korea, the White
House has said after both
leaders held a telephonic
conversation.
During their conversa-

tion, the two leaders also
discussed at length work-
ing together to eradicate
terrorism throughout the
Middle East and spoke
about how best to resolve
the "very dangerous" situa-

tion in North Korea, the
White House said on Tues-
day.
"President Trump and

President Putin agreed that
the suffering in Syria has
gone on for far too long and
that all parties must do all
they can to end the vio-
lence," the White House
said.
The conversation was a

very good one, and included
the discussion of safe, or
de-escalation, zones to
achieve lasting peace for
humanitarian and many
other reasons, it said.
The US will be sending a

representative to the cease-
fire talks in Astana, Kaza-
khstan on May 3-4, it added.

"They also discussed at
length working together to
eradicate terrorism
throughout the Middle
East.
Finally, they spoke about

how best to resolve the very
dangerous situation in
North Korea," the White
House said.
Vladimir Putin even invit-

ed US President Donald
Trump to talk more — and
to meet face-to-face when
both leaders are in Ham-
burg, Germany for the G-20
summit of major economic
powers in July. It was at
least the third conversation
between the two leaders
since Trump's inaugura-
tion. —PTI

● AGENCIES

Washington

A leading American media
house has refused to air an
ad made by President Don-
ald Trump's team on his
first 100 days in office be-
cause of its labeling of sev-
eral prominent news an-
chors as "fake news," a term
often used by him to de-
scribe the media coverage
critical of him. TheCNNre-
fused to run the ad that
highlights Trump's accom-
plishment during his first
100 days in office, to which
the narrator in the video
says: "You wouldn't know it
from watching the news."
The ad then features images
of CNN anchor Wolf

Blitzer, MSNBC anchor
Rachel Maddow, and others
alongwith the graphic read-
ing "fake news."
"The mainstream media is

not fake news, and therefore
the ad is false and per policy
will be accepted only if that
graphic is deleted," it said.
The Trump campaign later
blasted the CNN in a press
release, titled, "Fake News
Station Refuses to Run Ad
Highlighting The Presi-
dent’s First 100 Days."
"It is absolutely shameful

to see themediablocking the
positive message that Presi-
dent Trump is trying to
share with the country," said
Michael Glassner, cam-
paign’s executive director, in
the press release. —PTI

CNN refuses to air Trump ad
that labels media ‘fake news’● AGENCIES

California

Anunarmedmissile capable
of sending a nuclear bomb
across the world was
launched on Wednesday
from California amid rising
tensionsbetween theUSand
North Korea.
The unarmed Minuteman

3 intercontinental ballistic
missile blasted off from a
silo at 12:02 a.m. from Van-
denberg Air Force Base and
delivered a single re-entry
vehicle to a target approxi-
mately 4,200 miles away at
Kwajalein Atoll in the Pacif-
icOcean, theAirForceGlob-
al Strike Command said.
The test, which took 10
months to plan, was the lat-
est designed to check the
readiness and accuracy of a

weapon system that forms
part of the US nuclear force.
The US has about 450 such

missiles, each capable of
traveling about 8,000 miles.
It was the second such

launch in seven days from
the Central California
coastal base. Lastweek's had
been delayed from the fall.
Both come at a time when

the US has expressed con-
cern about North Korea's
nuclear capability. Fresh
missile tests by the North
and its progress toward de-
veloping a nuclear weapon
capable of hitting theUnited
States have made the isolat-
ed communist dictatorship
one of America's top nation-
al security concerns.
The US has sent warships

to the region to deter North
Korea from conducting an-
other nuclear test However,
President Donald Trump
on Monday said he might
be willing to meet with that
country's dictator, Kim
Jong Un. —AP

Ballistic missile test-fired from California base

In this image taken with a slow shutter speed and
provided by the US Air Force, an unarmedMinuteman 3
intercontinental ballistic missile launches during an
operational test just after midnight onWednesday

Pak SC rejects few nominees
for Panama pepers case JIT
● AGENCIES

Islamabad

Pakistan's Supreme Court
on Wednesday rejected the
nominees forwarded by the
central bank and the secu-
rities and exchange com-
mission to be part of a joint
investigation team that will
probe Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif and his sons'
alleged corruption in the
Panama Papers case.
"We want honest and pro-

fessional officials to be
members of the JIT (joint in-
vestigation team)," Justice
Ejaz Afzal Khan, who heads
a three-member special
bench thatheld its first hear-
ing today to implement the
court's decision to oversee
the formation and function-
ing of the six-member JIT.
Khan said the officials

nominated by the State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP) and
Securities and Exchange
Commission Pakistan
(SECP) did not meet the
court's criteria for a trans-
parent investigation.
The special bench, com-

prising Justice Khan, Jus-
tice Sheikh Azmat Saeed
and Justice Ijaz-ul-Ahsan,
ordered the chiefs of SECP
and SBP to appear in per-
son on May 5 with a list of
senior officers from which
it can pick suitable offi-
cers. Sharif, 67, had got a
temporary breather last
month from the Supreme
Court which said there
was "insufficient evi-
dence" to remove him from
office but ordered setting
up of a JIT to probe the
graft allegations against
his family.—PTI

Trump, Putin had ‘good’ talk
about ending Syria war: WH

Russian President
Vladimir Putin, left, and
his Turkish counterpart
Recep Tayyip Erdogan
enter a hall for the talks in
Putin's residence in the
Russian Black Sea resort
of Sochi, Russia
onWednesday

NEWYORK: US First Lady Melania Trump's personal twitter page
sparked a social media stir after it liked a tweet that showed the
viral image of her quickly dropping a smile at her husband's
inauguration as soon as he turned away.

Her personal and verified page -- not the account she inherited

as the President's wife -- liked the tweet, "Seems the only #wall
@realDonaldTrump's built is the one between him and @Flotus."
Left-wing blogger Andy Ostroy penned the original tweet at 9:15
PM yesterday, alluding to President Donald Trump's proposed
border wall with Mexico, the New York Daily News reported.—PTI

Melania's Twitter account likes post mocking her marriage


